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Because of so many generous 

donors to our Haiti Earth-

quake Fund , here are highlights 

of   what the Religious of Jesus 

and Mary have accomplished in 

this brief span of time, in addi-

tion to meeting immediate 

emergency needs. 

In Gros Morne  

1. Provided teaching opportunities for young adult refugees from Port-au-Prince by establish-

ing a literacy program for older adults already living in Gros Morne 

2. Hired a community organizer from among the Haitian agro-forestry workers  

3. Established Earthquake Information/Disaster Relief Training Sessions  

4. Purchased seeds and tools for refugees from Port-au-Prince to grow food  

5. Saw to the construction of additional school benches for Port-au-Prince refugee children  

6. Purchased school supplies and helped with tuition assistance for refugee children  

In Port -au-Prince  

1.       Helped to rebuild houses of 20 parishioners of Sacred Heart Church  

2. Supported the construction of a provisional house for the priests of Sacred Heart  

3. Reestablished Home Front Businesses of 24 families  

4. Supported the initial phase of  construction of the Amputee Clinic  

5. Helped with construction of new houses in St. Louis de Montfort Parish  

6. Purchased land in collaboration with Foi et Joie to construct a model village for 

people still living in tents  

In Jean Rabel 

1. Constructed a Pre-School in outlying area  

2. Reconstructed earthquake damaged houses  

3. Supported the establishment of a Dental Clinic  

4. Rebuilt a pre-school that was damaged beyond repair in the 

earthquake  

Shortly after Christmas, we will mark the second anniversary of the devastating earthquake in 

Port-au-Prince and its impact on all of Haiti. If we gauge these two years by what has not been 

done, we are tempted to lose all hope.  However, if we measure this time by what has been 

accomplished since January 12, 2010, we know that ours is a God of HOPE who comes with 

justice each day. When is Godõs time?  Surely we are not thinking about a date on a calendar! 

We have no idea when òChrist will come again.ó NOW is Godõs time. God is with us now, in 

this imperfect and incomplete world. God is incarnate in each person these projects have 

touched.  We give thanks at all times for you and your contribution to justice for Haiti! 

Godõs time is NOW.  NOW is the time for JUSTICE TO FLOURISH!                 



 

 

 

 

Foi et Joie [In Spanish, Fé e 

Allegria] is a movement that 

was started in Venezuela by a 

Jesuit priest, named Jose 

Maria Velaz. 

It is essentially an educa-

tional movement which 

engages in the construc-

tion of a just and caring 

society. 

The main focus is in ar-

eas where there is ex-

treme poverty. 

The Religious of Jesus 

and Mary have begun a 

collaboration with Foi 

et Joie. Our 6 pre-

schools and 2 elemen-

tary schools in the Jean 

Rabel area are now sup-

ported by Foi et Joie.  In total, 

Foi et Joie supports over 30 

schools in Haiti. 

For years they have helped in 

the formation of the teachers, 

and this year have sent a won-

derful Haitian educator, 

Junie Pierrre Louis, to give in 

depth training and supervision 

in the classrooms. Foi et Joie 

has also sent a woman to give 

classes in sewing to the Haitian 

women of the RJM Atelier. The 

Atelier is the workshop admin-

istered by Sr. Nazareth who 

has set up additional sewing 

centers near Jean Rabel where 

the preschools are located. 

Foi et Joie is planning to 

send some Jesuit novices to 

give some catechetical train-

ing in these outlying "posts" 

as well. 

  While Foi et Joie is an 

international movement, it 

has a central bureau in Port-

au-Prince. 

From the logo, you can see 

that ours is a collaboration 

between JM and Foi et Joie , 

which we are confident, will 

give dignity to the Haitian 

people, and an assurance 

that it is possible to rise out 

of the tide of poverty they 

have endured for so many 

years. One of their mottos is 

òA child in school, benefits 

Everybody"! 

                                        Foi et Joie                       Sr. Rose Kelly, RJM 
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  Thanks !  You Do Have  A  Heart     Sr. Jackie Picard, RJM 

Pictured in the middle of this photo is little 

Jinaika Sainvertur, a 23 month old girl from 

Gros Morne, who was operated on October 

14 in Detroit, Michigan for repair of a con-

genital heart defect.  Jinaika is the 4th person 

that we manage to send to the US for heart 

surgery.  She is the second that we send 

through an organization called Healing the 

Children.  Because it is so difficult to get visas 

for the parents of these children and because 

some organizations have had problems with 

parents trying to stay beyond the time allotted 

by their visa, many children are sent without 

an accompanying parent.  The program, Heal-

ing the Children, finds wonderful host families 

such as the Sales family pictured in this 

photo (minus dad who was taking the pic-

ture).  The Sales have arranged to Skype with 

Jinaika's mom and me at our house here in 

Gros Morne so that mom can be reassured 

that her child is doing well.    

The whole process from start to finish of 

getting Jinaika to the US took a little more 

than a year and a few days travel to Port-au-

Prince.  It is because of our donors that 

such trips and the process of getting a 

passport and visa is made possible.   

We thank 

you with all 

our hearts!  

RJM Atelier 

Foi et Joie Pre-School 

New trees in Gros Morne 
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On March 19, 2011, the Reli-

gious of Jesus and Mary 

opened St. Joseph Prosthesis 

Center in Lilavois, Croix-des-

Bouquets, Haiti.  The Center is 

being sponsored by a group of 

Spanish professionals 

working with our 

RJM NGO, Juntos 

Mejor in Spain. The 
blessing of the cen-

ter, performed by Fr. 

Jose, a Scalabrini 

Father from Italy, 

clearly indicated that 

the Center was there 

to meet the needs of 

amputees, especially those who 

had lost limbs in the January 

12, 2010 Earthquake and that it 

was born out of the traumatic 

experience of having seen 

crude amputations performed 

on tens of thousands of vic-

tims. 

The property on which the 

Prosthesis Center is located is 

owned and administered by 

the Scalibrini Fathers from Italy 

and is situated in an area of 

Haiti which we often call, òa 

breath of fresh air.óThe 

grounds are decked with green 

grass, palm trees, corn fields 

and lovely buildings serving 

numerous needs, for example:  

meetings for the Episcopal 

Conference, formation for the 

youth, seminary studies for 

diocesan seminarians, a clinic 

sponsored by an American 

Physician, a Physiotherapy depart-

ment, a dental clinic and housing 

for the Dominican Sisters of the 

Presentation (responsible for the 

Clinic)   and for numerous volun-

teers who work for the clinic and 

the Physiotherapy department.,  

Sr. Isabel Sola, RJM administrator 

of the Prosthesis Center counts 

slightly over 100 amputees who 

have been served at the center 

since March 2011.  

We realize, however, that it takes 

more than a new leg or a new foot 

to re-insert oneself as an interde-

pendent member of society.  Many 

of the amputees still carry the 

emotional wounds connected with 

their earthquake or accident inju-

ries and listening to their stories 

becomes another kind of healing 

for them. Sr. Isa has begun collect-

ing stories from some of the ampu-
tees and we are thinking of sharing 

some of them with our Haiti 

Newsletter readers and benefac-

tors. 

Several of the amputees cannot 

read or write their own Creole 

language. Sr. Vivian Patenaude 

travels to the Center twice a week 

to teach reading/writing in Haitian 

Creole to some of the clients.  Sr. 

Vivian has also included five of the 

amputees in a Small Business Pro-

ject, hoping that each one can 

become a functional member of 

his/her family having the capability 

of helping to support the family 

needs.  These men and women 

receive special formation, 

evaluation and on-site supervi-

sion.  These aids help them to 

maintain the business and make 

it grow a little at a time. 

Expanding the services of our St. 

Joseph Prosthesis Center has 

become a focus.  If you could 

visit our place ð òour breath of 

fresh airó ð you would experi-

ence warm relationships and 

encouraging con-versations 

among everyone there: Alexis 

and Beto, our two technicians 

from El Salvador, Jean and 

Frantz, our two Haitians learning 

the trade, Sr. Isa, RJM, Sr. Vivian, 

RJM and Sr. Genoveva, a Do-

minican Sister of the Presenta-

tion, who helps out at the Cen-

ter. Sr. Constance Murphy, a 

Sister of St. Joseph who is pres-

ently in residence with the Reli-

gious of Jesus and Mary in Haiti, 

has become a regular presence 

at the Center. We are so grate-

ful to the Spanish Support Team 

and to all the visitors who en-

courage us in this tremendous 

work among those in need.  We 

ask for the support of your 

prayer that this work can con-

tinue and expand as it changes 

the daily lives of so many. 

 

                   ST. JOSEPHõS PROSTHESIS CENTER              Sr. Vivian Patenaude, RJM 

Haiti didn't seem to be too much different than the many previous visits 

over the past 15 years.  In spite of the earthquake of January 12, 2010 

the poverty conditions seemed unchanged. I felt a case of hopelessness 

as I observed the people, the thousands of tent/shacks and the rubble.  

The quest of those seeking ways to eek out an existence, a way to sur-

vive, seemed to be hopeless. 

One ray of hope was exhibited through the presence and actions of the 

Religious of Jesus and Mary sisters.  Unbounded energy bolstered by their 

faith and charity, they are making their presence felt. 

I saw their many projects firsthand and observed the positive impact 

they had on the poor that the RJM sisters served.  The examples are 

numerous. 

The homeless shelter in Gros Morne has twenty-seven people who are 

totally dependent on aid.  All now have shelter, beds, food and medical 

attention which would otherwise be unavailable.  Without the active 

involvement and continued presence of the Sisters, the 27 souls would 

be on their own and for some, an early death. 

Of the many other examples of their work, one stands out as exem-

plary...the prosthesis center which is located at Croix de's Bouquets, 

about 20 miles from Port au Prince.  Sister Isa is the director and 

òguiding lightó of the center.  Providing a prosthesis for an individual is a 

process requiring expert technicians, professional equipment and loving 

patience.  All these exist to 

help those who lost limbs, 

most during the earthquake.  

The center was financed by 

Caritas of the Archdiocese 

of Barcelona and Caritas 

Italia.  Salaries for the work-

ers are provided through the 

RJMs. It is a distinct pleasure 

to work with the RJM sisters 

and to òhelp those who help 

the poorest of the poor.ó 

                                   THE HAITI MISSION PROGRAM, INC VISITS THE RJM MISSIONS                   Dave Smith 

Dave Smith, Haiti Mission Program, Inc. 


